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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

While the dependent claims suggest that claim 6 is directed to a computer system, claim 6 
itself does not make it very clear. It seems either the limitation "In" at the beginning of the claim 
should be deleted or "the computer system" should be added just before "comprising:" 
limitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, because the specification, while 
being enabling for some data communications protocols, does not reasonably provide 
enablement for an adapter that handles any present or future protocols. The specification does 
not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and use the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. For 
example, the specification does not disclose how one of ordinary skill in the art can make and 
use unpublished proprietary communications protocols that exist today. Nor does it disclose how 
one can make and use future protocols that don't even exist today. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1. - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Oeda et al. (US 
Patent No. 5,809,279, hereinafter "Oeda"). 

6. With respect to claims 1, 6 8, 9 and 11, Oeda discloses a computer system (figure 4) with 
a plurality of data processing- channels having processors generating data output, a data storage 
and transfer system, comprising: 

a data storage device (4) having a data storage capacity at least as large as a maximum 
storage capacity required by the channels of the plurality of data processing channels combined, 
and having parts each assigned to a respective one of the plurality of data processing channels 
(figure 4, partition 41 is assigned to host 1 A channel and 42 is assigned to host IB channel); 

an intermediate adapter (5) connected between the plurality of data processing channels 
and said data storage device for transferring data between the data processing channels and said 
data storage device; 

said intermediate adapter including a device for distributing the data being transferred 
between said data storage device and the plurality of data processing channels (the controller 
distributes data between the hosts and the partitions appropriately); and 
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wherein said intermediate adapter connects each of the plurality of data processing 
channels to a respective said part of said data storage device (see figure 4, the controller connects 
host 1 A to 41 and host IB to 42). 

7. With respect to claims 2 and 3, the system uses SCSI protocol. 

8. With respect to claims 4 and 7, the controller handles partition to device mapping and 
transfer of data. See figure 2. 

9. With respect to claims 5 and 10, a plurality of cables or connectors is required to connect 
multiple hosts to a SCSI bus. 

10. With respect to claim 12, the partitions are SCSI devices to the hosts. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Woo H. Choi whose telephone number is (571) 272-4179. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Reginald Bragdon can be reached on (571) 272-4204. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Woo^Choi 
March 20, 2006 



